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ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 

Abingdon, April 19, 1833. 
Mr. Editor,—Nothing of interest, in relation 
to the church, or religion generally, exists here 
at the present time, nor has there been since my 
arrival here, which was about the Ist of March. 
Our congregations are generally, notwithstand- 
ing the badness of the streets, in consequence of 
so much inclement and rainy weather, large, 
respectable, and very attentive. Yet, there are 
no very flattering symptonis of better times. ‘The 
brethren of every name, seem not to be awaken. 
ed to their important trusts. This they know, 
and this they acknowledge, and I pray our good 
Gou; that this they may speedily remedy and 


overcome by a faithful discharge of their duty to} 


Saturday and Sabbath last I attended a two 
day’s meeting in Tennessee, Carter County, 40 
miles distant from this, where there are about 10 
er 12 members who have very lately organized 
themseives into an associated Methodist Socicty, 
and who some weeks since were recognized as 
such by the quarterly conference of this station. 
On Sabbath there was a very large congregation; 
not less than 500, which was very attentive and 
attracted considerable excitement under the dis- 

nsation of the word of God. After preaching, 

gave them a short account of us as a people, 
and the reasons of a separate and distinct church; 
which, by their great attention, they seemed to 
approve. I think the gospel somewhat flatter- 
ing in that section. 

Thus we find daily the truth tested, that re- 
form is a ‘‘liltle leven, and that it is beginning 
to leven the whole lump.’’ Three years and a half 
ago, there was not an associated society west of 
Lynchburg, until one had advanced some dis- 
tance in the states of Kentucky or Tennessee. 
Now, there are between Lynchburg and Blunt- 
ville, Tenn. two Circuits and one Station, num- 
bering in all about 110 members. The Circuits 
were planed at the last Conference, and form- 
ed since. And there are frequently societies, 
like suppressed fire, arising amid great opposi- 
tion; and many all alone, and nearly all, without 
the facilities of the highly privileged. But thus 
far the Lord has sustained and upheld them in 
common with reformers generally. Unto His 
name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be now and 
ever ascribed the praise of our success. Amen. 

J. G. 


The concealment of our good actions may 
proceed from pride, and without due care and 
reficction, will increase it to a dangerous height. 
We shall be apt to make ourselves amends at 
home for our self-denial abruad, and pay our- 
selves to the full that applause which we think 


we so justly deserve. And, O! how we hug the 


dear idol of self-complacency, when it is tinsell- 


_ Troubles commencing in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in the East and North, which will 
be seen from the following communication: 

When will the members of that church rise 
and shake themselves from the fetters of priestly 
power? We reply not as long as the people per- 
mit those priests to ride over them for what they 
call the ‘‘good of the church!’’ Blindness has 
happened to many of the members of that church; 
they have neither eyes to see, nor ears to hear the 
truth in reference to their degradation; nor have 
they hearts to understand their rights and privi- 
leges as American christians. It seems to re- 
quire peals of ecclesiastical excommunication 
loud as thunder to awaken them from their slum- 
ber, and then the proper effect is lost on thou- 
sands. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Boston, April 2th, 1833. 


Mr. Editor,—The following communication 
I make by the request of the brethren in Hudson 
City. It ought to have been done several weeks 
ago, but I have been prevented by other engage- 


ment; I hope the brethren will excuse my delay. 


In compliance with an invitation from a few 
brethren in the city of Hudson, I visited them 
on the second day of March last, and in the 
evening of the same day, met with a few per- 
sons, who had just seceded from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. After spending a short time 
in “ge exercises, [ read the constitution of 
the Methodist Protestant Church, which was 
adopted by thirteen individaals; one of whom 
had been expelled from the church; of his case 
we will speak more particularly by and by. 

The Universalists having kindly granted us 
the use of their house, I preached in it three 
times on Sabbath, to very respectable congrega- 
tions, and on Monday evening, in the same 
place, delivered a lecture, showing the difference 
between the governments of the Methodist Epis- 
copal and the Methodist Protestant Churches. 
On this occasion also, many attended, and heard 
with much apparent interest. On Tuesday even- 
ing we were favored with the use of the Baptist 
Conference room, where we held a love feast. 
On Wednesday evening, I attended a lecture on 
Church Government, by Mr. Stillman, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. However, as 
much as possible, he appeared to avoid touching 
controverted points, and to try to satisfy the 
people that they had a good government, by 
reading the articles of religion and general rules, 
and then inquiring who can find any fault with 
this? Mr. Editor, do you think that this gentle- 
man did not know that we esteem those doc- 
trines and general rules as highly as they do? 


True, you may net know him, and I ouly.have 
ed over with the show of humility! i 


seen him once, but I do not believe he is so 


Ig 


John J. Harrod, 


i For the Methodist Protestant Church. 
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norant as that. I may be wrong, but, sir, I be> 


lieve [ am right; neither this man nor his coad- 
jutors, who pursue a similar course, are so ignor- 
ant. Why then do they do so?—Why, sir, be- 
cause their system cannot bear the light. But 
with all his careful management, to shade that 
which could not bear the light, I was told next 
morning by one of his own members, that his 
lecture drew from an intelligent gentleman this 
remark, the stranger on Monday evening told 
the truth, and this evening Mr. Stillman has con- 


fessed judgment.” On Thursday I left them, and 


[ think, without any kind of doubt, I may sey 


‘our church polity in that place is generally @ 


proved. I visited them again in two weeks, and 


‘found them on the advance, and in good spirits. 


The Conference has received them as a station 
and appointed them a preacher. | 

I will now give you a short account of the 
expulsion of Mr. Derby. However, the charac- 
ter of Mr. Derby is too well established where 


‘he is known, to require an advocate. For many 


years he had been one of the most efficient 
members of that church. And no doubt he would 
have continued to be a highly respected member 
with them, if he had tamely submitted to pricst-_ 
ly domination. But this he could not do, and 

dared to say, ‘‘that get of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church too much power.’ This 
saying excited suspicion of his want of doyalty, 
and therefore measures must be taken, either to 
silence him, or to get tid of him as a dangerous 
person—to effect which the following chatges 
were gotten up against him, and prefetred inthe 
foliowing indefinite style: | 


‘Dear Brother Derby,—Complaints have been 
entered against you under the following charges, 
viz: 

1. Sowing discord in the church and speak- 
ing against the government and discipline of the 
church. 

2. For slandering the characters of several 
members of the church. I was told by one of 
the committee that this charge was withdrawn 
at the time of trial, notwithstanding it appears 
by Mr Stillman’s decision, which you will find 
below, that this charge was said by him to be 
substantiated. I believe if was not, and I have 
good authority to the contrary. | 

3. For speaking of matters pertaining to church 
difficullies before the people of the world. ‘ 

‘4, For non-compliance with the decision of a 
committee of arbitration, between yourself and 
brother Stuart. This charge was withdrawn be- 
fore. the time of trial. ‘kgs 

4, For light and trifling conversation. 


I have appointed Friday next, at 1 o’clock 
P. M. to be the time of trial, at the Parsonage 
house, and hereby request you to attend at that 
time and place, to answer to the above charges, 
before.a select number of members of the 
church. rai 

Your, respectfully, 
S. L. 


Hudson, Feb. 11th, 1833. 
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For want of spécifications, I am aware that 
the reader cannot judge of the merit of those 
c s, unless he could see the minutes of the 
trial. Ihave seen them, but not having them 
now at hand, I forbear to attempt tu give any 
extracts from them, but have no hesitancy in 
saying, that in all the testimony on record, there 
appears to be nothing like immorality proven. 

his, however, is sufficiently clear from Mr. 
Stillman's decision—a transcript of which I will 
here give you, which is taken from the original. 


“Dear Brother Derby,—You may perhaps 
think that I should have informed you respect- 
ing the decision of the committee in your late 
trial before this time, but I have delayed and 
considered the matter with much prayer, that I 
might be directed to act in such a manner as 
should be for the glory of God and the good of 
the church. 

“The committee decided that the first three 
oharges were substantiated; the fourth you know 
was withdrawn; the fifth you acknowledged; you 
also acknowledged most of the facts which were 
proven, I considered that the case comes un- 
der the second paragraph of the seventh section 
of the second chapter of the Discipline. I judge, 
therefore, that you should retain your member- 
= upon making such acknowledgments as 
shall be satisfactory to your brethren and sisters, 
if you feel it your duty to do sc, (and I have no 
doubt you will.) An opportunity will be given 

ou on Sabbath evening next, and may God 
ss you aod enable you to lead such a life as 
shall comport with true boljiness, and lead you to 
ours, affectionately, 
S. L. Stitiman. 
Hudson, Feb. 20th, 1833. 


Mr. Derby on receiving the above note, de- 


& 


clared his willingness to comply with the deci- 


sion; but before the time arrived, Mr. Stillman 
became dissatisfied with his own decision, and 

ested Mr. Derby to return to him the copy 
of his decision, which he now thought was not 
ight, and he would furnish him with another, but 

a different character; but Mr. Derby refused 
to do 0, stating that he was satisfied with the 
decision at present given. Mr. Stillman then 
advised him to appeal to the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, but Mr. Derby refused to do this also, for 
the same reason as above mentioned. Mr. 
Stillman then said that he would carry it up to 
the Quarterly Conference himself. ‘I'o this Mr. 
Derby replied, if he did he would take no notice 
of it, neither would he under such circumstances 
consider himself longer a member of the church, 
that is, he did not feel willing {o remain there to 
be trifled with. And surely it was trifling, for 
who ever heard of a judge appealing from his 
own decision? To show Mr. Derby’s willingness 
to comply, I will here insert a certificate which 
was handed to me by one of the committeemen 
who tried the case. 

“After Mr. Stillman had determined to carry 
Mr. Derby ta the Quarterly Conference, I heard 
Mr. Derby earnestly desire Mr. Stillman to grant 
him the privilege of making suitable acknow- 
ledgments of what had been proved against him 
before the committee of trial, but Mr. Stillman 
would not grant it, though it was in accordance 
with his decision previously given in writing to 
Mr. Derby, i} V. Bassett.” 

Ffudson, March Sth, 1833. 

Mr. Stillman finding that he could not get 
Kv. Derby to consent to another trial, five Aue 
ev him the following bull of excommuni- 
ca | 


you are’co 


ESTANT. 


METHODIST PROT 
“Mr. Moses Derby, 


“Dear sir,—Inasmuch as you refused to be 
availed uf the advantage J proposed to give you, 
by refering your case to the quarterly confererce, 
and have formally declared, in the presence of 
witnesses, that you should not regard yourself 
as amember among us; I fee! myself no longer 
obligated to adhere to my purpose of giving 
you a hearing before that body; 1 am, therefore, 
left the painful alternative (by your own rejec- 
tion of an offer, through which I hoped to do 
you good) of declaring you no longer a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

“Your affectionate friend, 
“S.«L. STILLMAN. 
‘Hudson, February 25, 1833.” 


By the foregoing, the reader must perceive 
that Mr. Derby was not expelled for unchristian 
conduct, but for not submitting to the caprice 
of ‘‘a divinely authorised expounder of moral dis- 
cipline.” True; Mr. Stillman says that Mr. 
Derby declared he would not regard himself as 
a member, but understand Mr. Derby, he said 


he would not regard himself as a member, tf 


Mr. Stillmau carried his case to the Q. M. Con- 


ference, because he was not disposed to be longer 


trifled with. And for this insubordination to 
priestly domination alone was he expelled!! 
Now, sir, previous to this practical demon- 
stration of the undue powers vested in the min- 
istry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, there 
was very little known in the city of Hudson on 
the subject of reform: but this conduct of Mr. 


Stillman’s roar to the people like peals of thun- 


der, and waked them up, and set them to in- 


sion. Yours, &c. 


T. K. Wrrsit. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
The substance (or nearly veritation) of a con- 
versation, between B, W.——travelling elder in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and A. M—--r 
elder in the Methodist Protestant Church, in 
furm of a dialogue. 


B. W.—Well brother M. I have notseen you 
for a long time. 

A. M.—No, brother; although we have been 
travelling through the same tract of country for 
a year past, we have not happened to meet. 

B. W.—Well, Iam glad to see you; I used 
to think a great deal of you; indeed, there were 
very few whom I esteemed more. 

A. M.—And what is the matter now? what 
have I done that you should not love me still? 
have I injured you in any way? 

B. W.—O! No; but you have become such 
an enemy to the church. 

A. M.—An enemy to the church, brother! 
why, you surprise me; has your charity-so de- 
creased for me, that you now place me with 
satan, that arch-enemy of all righteousness? 

B. W.—Ahl! well; [ meant the government 
of the church. 

A. M.—O brother! if that is what you mean, 
t; but I always thought that the 


church of Ghrist, and the different modes of 


government in the different branches of it, were 
quite different things; but as you have now 


told me what you mean, I hope you will do 


‘yourself the honor, and me, and the brethren 


quiring into this matter, which inquiries resulted 
in a conviction that there existed errors in the 
overnment of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
t was this conviction, and not a refractory spi- 
rit, (as has been said,) that produced the seccs- 


‘united with me, the justice, by correcting this 
your mistake, in all your classes round your cir- 
cuit, and get your brother itinerants to do the 
same; for I find it is advertised every where, 
that we are the worst enemies the charch 
‘ever had: now do tell them, that you meant to 
say, that we were enemies to the government of 
the Methodist Episcopa! church, and tell them 
what that government is, and also what our 
government is, and we will 7% ae in this, 
as well as preaching free grace. We are indeed 
enemies to the government of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and strove long to have it 
made more equitable and just; but for speaking 
and reading periodicals on the subject, many 
were expelled from the church which we loved, 
and still love. 

B. W.—There were none expelled for their 
opinions, but for sowing dissensions in the 
church. 

A. M.—I appeal to this brother, who was ex- 
pelled in this city. 

S8.—If you will walk home with me, brother 
W. {[ will show you the charges are fur reading 
the ‘Mutual Rights,’ and for belonging to the 
Union Society. 

B. W.—It was considered sowing dissension, 
to express or circulate opinions different from 
those in our book of Discipline. 

A. M.—Pray, brother, has no one a right to 
express their opinions on the government under 
which they live, in this land of liberty, but you, 
who have assumed the right to make all laws for 
yourselves, and the whole church beside? When 
did you get the patent right to speak and write 
and print your opinions, and the authority i 
condemn subjects of the same community, and 
expel them from the church? Happy is he that 
condemneth not himself in that which he allow- 
eth, thoy that sayest e man should not steal, 
dost thou steal, &c. 
 B. W.—We received our authority from the 
great head of the church to do these things; 
read the report of our general conference in 
1828, published in the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, June 20th. , 

A.—I want proof of this; please cite one pas- 
sage from the good book, or show us that you 
have a new revelation from the Great Head, 
and that it is genuine. 


B. W.—We have evidence that it is from God, 
because it has been blessed to thousands of 
souls, and has prospered. 


_A. M.—Brother, you cannot produce one 
single instance of a soul being blessed or con- 
verted to God, by preaching your church govern 
ment, 

B. W.—No: we do not preach our principles 
of church government, but the gospel. 


A.M.—That is candid; now we believe that 
the doctrine of free grace, repentance, faith, 
and holiness,have been, and are still blessed and 
prospered of the Lord; but we do not believe 
that he ever sanctioned your unrighteous gov- 
ernment. 

_ I will ask you one question: Do you believe 
it was a righteous work, to expel those minis- 
tersand members from the church merely for 
reading essays, written principally by the trav- 
elling preachers, and belonging to the Union 
Society? | 

B. W.—O! yes certainly it was. 

A.—Then tell me, why is it that you have 
quit this righteous work? Be you well assured, 
that you have twenty in the church for one you 
have expelled, who are guilty of the same 
things. Are you not partial? 
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B. W.—O! we wish to be moderate. 

A. M.—Moderate! brother; I think you have 
used the wrong term, you ought to have said; 
you wished to be politic, for you soon began to 
see, that where you expelled ten, one hundred 
left you; therefore, policy directed you to cease 
this pious work, lest you should lose all your 
flocks, and of course all your support, as well 
as your assumed power to legislate, judge, 
execute, and expound, would be of no more use 
to you, therefore, policy said, cease. 

But how will you al] answer in the great day 
for this omission of the work of righteousness? 
We Methodists hold the doctrine of persever- 
ance; now, my advice to you would be, that 
you go on in all the works of righteousness, 
and be not partial in your deeds. 

B. W.—I shall have to go, farewell: you have 
been pretty hard upon me. 

A.—Not harder than true, brother, I hope: 
farewell. A, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor.—It appears that some of our 
unstationed ministers believe, if they hed seats 
in the annual conferences they would obtain 
more influence among the people, and, there- 
fore, be more useful. Others suppose, that a 
greater amount of ministerial service would be 
secured tothe church. And others again believe 
the interest of the whole church would be pro- 
moted, by embodying in the annual conferences 
all the experience and wisdom belonging to the 
ministry, as well as that possessed by the dele- 
gates. 

Previously to our saying one word in rela- 
tion to the above nained opinions, we disclaim 
all intention to underrate the talents, acquire- 
ments, or claims of our unstationed brethren, 
and frankly acknowledge, that we have no ob- 
jection whatever to their having seats in the an- 
nual conferences, if it can be accomplished in a 
way to benefit the church, and not injure her. 
We are a young people and need the combined 
wisdom and effort of all our brethren; and any 
thing that can be done to accomplish union -of 
seatiment and action oughtto be done, while at 
the same time, if sacrifices are necessary to the 
general good, these ought to be made willing- 
ly and cheerfully. 

Let us look at the opinions above innumerat- 
ed, and examine their individual merit. 

1. Ifthe unstationed ininisters had seats in 
the annual conferences, they would obtain more 
influence among the people, and, therefore, be 
more useful. 


With due difference to the brethren who hold 
this opinion, we do think the bare circumstance 
of having a seat in the annual conference, with- 
out entering fully into the duties of itinerant 
ministers, would give no additional influence to 
any unstationed minister. There is, we admit, 
an influence obtained by itinerant ministers, not 
generally possessed by unstationed ministers, 
but this does not grow out of the fact of their 
having seats in the annual conference, but out of 
the discharge of the duties imposed on that class. 
of men; some of those have very small claims to’ 
influence, on any other ground, and if they were 
to retire from the discharge of those duties, they 
would, in a little time, be shorn of a great part; 
of their influence, and find a level not a great 
way above the lower line. The unstationed 
minister who cannot enter into the discharge of 
aunerant duties, must seek influence, to be more 
useful, in another channel, and secure it by 
other means. He must accomplish his object 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


I by an exhibition of superior ability in his nego- 
ciations between heaven and earth, and in his 
constant, untiring devotion to the cause of 
Christ. Even the man with but two talents, if 
he improve them, and possess a glowing fer- 
vour forthe glory of God and the salvation of 
sinners, will be highly esteemed, obtain influ- 
ence and be useful. We have had positive 
proof of the correctness of these views. Un- 
stationed ministers, under the conventional ar- 
ticles, had seats in the annual conferences, and 
received no additional influence from that cir- 
cumstance; while many who have now no seat 
in the annual conference have obtained an in- 
fluence well calculated to enable them to do 
good, and have gotten a hold on the affections of 
the people not to be easily shaken. 


2. If the unstationed ministers had seats in 
the annual conferences, a greater amount of min- 
isterial service would be secured tothe church. 

Here we would ask, what is to prevent a ten- 
der of the same amount of service to the quar- 
terly conferences? The quarterly conferences 
have authority to make regulations for preach- 
ing appointments. It is made ‘the duty of 
every minister and preacher belonging to a cir- 
cuit or station to render all the pastoral assis- 
tance he can, consistently with his other en- 
gagements,’’ and each is made “accountable to 
the quarterly conference for the discharge of 
‘ministerial duty;’’ and it is made the duty of “the 
superintendent of a circuit or station to fill the 
pulpits or have them filled in accordance with 
the regulations of the quarterly conference.” 
Ample provision, therefore, is made for the re- 
ception and direction ofall the pastoral and min- 
isterial services the unstationed ministers and 
preachers are willing and able to give, not only 
in their own immediate vicinity, but through the 
whole circuit, if they desire to labor on so ex- 
tensive a scalc. And as every minister of the 
gospel is in conscience under obligation to do all 
he can to promote the interests of the Redeem- 
er’s Kingdom, it does appear to us that giving 
the unstationed ministers seats in the annual 
conferences ought not to induce them to tender 
a greater amount of service than they are now 
actually competent to perform; and that such a 
relation to the annual conference would not 
produce at the hands of the unstationed minis- 
ters any additional amount of service. It did 
not do this under the conventional articles, nei- 
ther do we think such an arrangement would 
accomplish the object under the constitution. 


Some of our brethren have spoken as if they 
thought it an indignity to take their seats in the 
quarterly conferences among laymen, but they 
certainly cannot mean to be thus understood; 
for if they take a seat in any, official body be- 
longing to the Methodist Protestant Church, 
from the leaders meeting up to the general confe- 
rence, they will find associated with them the 
representatives of the people. This, indeed is 
the peculiar glory of Protestant Methodism, 
that the whole church,ministers and laymen, are 
duly represented and properly mingled in every 
department. And although the ministers have 
no claim to representation, except as individual 
members of the church; yet the laity have, out 
of courtesy and respect for the ministry, granted 
to them one-half of the representation in the 
general conference—have given them ong+half 


ferences; and have authorised the unstationed 
ministers and preachers to take seats en Masse 
in the quarterly conferences, where, in some 


stations, their numbers and influence enhkble 


in the executive bodies, namely, the annual con- 
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them to carry any measure, they may judge pro- 
per, in accordance with their own views. And 
we all know there is more effective, and practi- 
cal power lodged in the quarterly conferences 
than in the annual conferences; and so there 
ought to be, for these are the immediate official 
organs of the respective circuits and stations. 
While the annual conferences have power to say 
what itinerant preachers shall be appointed to 
the circuits and stations, the respective quarter- 
ly conferences have power to say when and 
where they shall preach, and to distribute the 
extra ministerial aid as they may judge best. | 


3. The interests of the whole church would be 
promoted by embodying in the annual conferen- 
ces all the experience and wisdom belonging to 
the ministry, as well as that possessed by the 
delegates. 


We think, with our brethren, that it is very 
desirable to have concentrated in the annual 
conferences much wisdom and experience, at 
least, an amount adequate to the correct per- 
formance ofthe duties imposed on those confer- 
ences. But it does not foflow, that heaping, 
indiscriminately, into those conferences all the 
unstationed ministers, would accomplish the ob- 
ject contemplated. Indeed, the probability is, 
that such a measure would retard, instead of 
promote the interests of the church. A se- 
lection from the unstationed ranks of aged and 
experienced men would be more desirable, if it 
could be affected without oppressing the confer- 
enees by numbers. The resolution, negatived at 
the general convention, and recently noticed 
by some writers in the Protestant, carries with 
it much to entitle it to respect; but we fear it 
would be abused, to a very great extent if adopt- 
ed, or the annual conferences would be com- 
pelled to give offence in their efforts to prevent 
being inundated. The hint given in your Jast 
number by ‘‘a member of the convention”’ seems, 
at first sight, to be a good suggestion. Name- 
ly, for the general conference to make a tule 
requiring the circuits and stations entitled by 
the constitution to send two or more delegates, 
to select at least one of said delegates from 
among the unstationed ministers. A selection 
of the most intelligent and experienced minis- 
ters belonging to the citcuit or station might be 
made, and in a few years, the probability is, 
that each station as well as each circuit would 
be able to send up to conference, an intelligent 
minister and an equally sagacious layman _ as 
their delegation. The conferences would not 
be made unwieldy by numbers, nor the friends 
and brethren in the places where the conferen- 
ces are held oppressed by sustaining an unne- 
cessary weight. As it regards the elective an- 
nual conferences, at which all the delegates 
must be laymen, some plan might be devised, if 
necessary, to’give the unstationed minister com- 
ing up with an appeal, the benefit of the judg- 
ment of his brethern in his case. If he were 
not willing to submit to the judgment. of the 
elective annual conference, composed. exclu- 
sively of itinerant ministers and laymen, his 
case might be laid over to the next annual con- 
ference. 
one in ten would object te having his. a 
taken up by the electwe conference. — 
appellant appeals, it is._presumed, for justice and 
not for partiality. The appeal. of any minister 
can only be against the decision of a commit- 
tee on a ‘case ofi immorality, neglect of gos- 
pel duties, or the disseminating unscriptural doc- 
trines, affecting the essential interests of the 


christian system.”” What particular advantage 


The probability,. however, is, that not 
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aa ‘Methodist Protestant. | that a majority of the convention viewed the ar- 

ined by the presence of some half For the M nae bey joy’ 

in the annual con-| proposeD ALTERATIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION. | ticle as the defi- 

ference we do not, at the present, perceive; nor (Continued from page 140.) nition, from what it conveyed to their minds 


do we see what peculiarily there can be in an 
appeal brought by an unstationed minister, that 
would require the presence and wisdom of min- 


without the definition, we cannot admit. We 
might with equal propriety say, Johnson’s. defi- 
nitions of words changes all their common. ac- 
ceptations. Our view of the word itinerant was 
not changed by the definition, nor is it now 


Article 4th, section 3, fourth line, after the 
words “present at any meeting called for the 


0 

of his own description to discover and ex- add, by the or @ mayorily 

‘Sie iti Article 5, add, and in his absence, any ot hanged; and we believe a better definition can- 

minister belonging to the stalion. | not be given in so few words. Neither do we 
and find several very good things well said, and] . Article 7, section 1, strike out. the h ast ad believe that the convention viewed the word in 
somethings of difficult comprehension. There lines of the Beste beginning with the word) «, different sense from what they did without 
mee aw much obscurity in that writer’s “provided, Suc. : ded “Stati d the definition.” Mr. Hill says, “why then did 
manner. whether from design or accident, we Article 11, to the section hcade bad tation an _| they pass it as amended, after having positively 
know not. He appears to think, that because Circuit stewards.” Add the following sentence: | +> 7:5¢d to pass it without the amendment?” It 
we unstationed ministets, or ‘home ministers,” “And all vacancies occurring during the year,) would be well, sir, if all our brethren who write 
as he is pleased to call us, ‘having the same ordi- shall be filled up by the subsequent quarterly con-);,, relation to the proceedings of the convention 
nation as the stationed ministers:—were ori-| erence. ik a F would carefully consult the journal, and not 
ginal laborers in the cause of refurm, membeis} We have now gone over the constitution, aa trust to memory in such important matters. 
of the first, and second and third conventions, believe we have noticed every necessary Tl iees "| Our brother says; “the convention positively re- 
—sustainers of the pulpits of the reformers, ment to that instrument.. There are ‘Diasialine: fused to pass the article without the amend- 
both before and since our organization,” there-| 8° which will have to be made in the Discipline;) ent.” This isa great mistake. The conven- 
fore, we must all have seats in the Annual Con- Dut it is mot necessary that these should be sub-|tion ‘did not positively refuse to pass the arti- 
ferences. “And fusthermore, that our ministerial mitted to the general conference in writing, by] cle without the amendment. There was no 
characters and future reputation, the regard we two-thirds of the annual conferences: for that) yore taken on the original article, neither was 
are entitled to receive from the church and the] ody will have power to act on the Discipline} it tested by vote in any way, previously to the 
civil community,—the privileges expected from | °° it may judge best, provided the constitution report of the committee who appended the de- 


our ordination, are, each and all of them, in the be in all cases respected. Marcus. | fnition; nor did the convention know any thing 
keeping of those who are liable to exclusive’ |concerning the definition until committee 

retensions, and special regards for each other,” ; reported it in open convention. The members 
ay consequently, that wo tee in danger of lo-. Composition ov ANxuaL CoNFERENCES. jof the committee themselves did not know of 
sing all’ these valuable things, unless we have’ (Continued from page 140.) 


| the definition till Bartimeus proposed it to them, 
when met. | 

“If the sense of the phrase itinerant minister 
was not altered by the definition, why did the 
convention pass the section asamended?” We 
will give what we believe to be the true reasons. 
The majority conceived, that the definition 
came up to their original views of itinerancy, 
and was a just definition of the term, and the 
minority supposed they could make the defini- 
lion subserve their own views, and suit the 
emergences of their districts of country. Hence 
both voted for the section. This, by the way, 


seats in the Annual Conferences. We would} Mr. Hill says; ‘‘a majorily of the convention 
tell that brother, we set up no claim to seat in| were determined to have no such thing (as itin- 
the Annual Conferences because of the services|erancy) without defining and limiting it. And 
rendered ot rendering by us: and we have no} but for the following definition of the word ttin- 
fear of losing those valuable things enumerated, | erant, given in the report of the committee, that 
by our not occupying seats in the Annual Con-|is, ‘ali ministers properly under the stationing 
ferences. We are regularly ordained elders in| authority of the conference,’ it never would have 
the Methodist Protestant Church, where all el-| passed the couvention.” Mr. Hill no doubt be- 
ders are equal, and so recognized bythe church | lieves what he says. But we believe just the re- 
and bythelaw. Our brethren whom we serve, | verse; for we are of the opinion, that a majorily 
know how to appreciate our labors and services; | of the convention were deterinined to have an 
and the community at large have the same con-| itinerancy, and were willing to pass the section’ 


fidence in our ministrations and acts as though | as it stood in the original draft, without defining] furnishes a key to the apparent contradiction or 
we had seats in every Conference in the Union.|the word itinerant. The opposition to the term] discripancy in the conduct of certain brethren 
We have shown in our preceding remarks, that] itinerant came from the minorily, as we before| who, as the avowed advocates for the introdue- 
our reputation ard usefulness in society stand|stated. There were a few brethern from the|tion of all the ordained ministers into the an- 
on different ground. north, and a few from the south, who opposed | nual conferences, yet voted against the resolu- 
( The brother concludes by asking, ‘who is|the introduction of such an itinerancy as the| tion, offered by the brother from Baltimore. to 
~— more interested than the unstationed minister) draft contemplated, and frankly declared, they] give seats in the conferences to all ministers 
in selecting a President—in the official conduct] had not the necessary materials for such a sys-| who would labour regularly and gratuitously, in 
of the ministry—in the reception of candidates|tem; and, that unless all their ministers were} concert with the plan of the circuit. This re- 
for the itinerancy—in elections to orders,—more | permitted to take seats in the annual conteren-| solution recognised: an ilinerancy proper, and 
competent to decide on appeals—to define and|ces they could not get on. Hence they oppos-] contemplated extra ministerial services without 
regulate boundaries, &c.’’’ We say, the whole|ed the section and a brother from the north pay. The minority supposed the first section 
church is equally interested in these things, but| moved that the word itinerant be stuck out, and| of article seven with the definition would in- 
because all are interested, must all go to the| the following sentence be inserted, ‘all ordain-|troduce all such ministers, and secure to them 
Annual Conference? And why must all the|/ed ministers who shall submit to serve under the compensalion in proportion to the amount of 
ministers go there en masse, aud the member- stationing authority of said conference.’”’ The] services rendered, otherwise it is probable, “had 


ship only go one out of, perhaps, five hundred? | design was to get rid of the word itinerant, and they b ble. t 
If it be asked, in reply, why mus? all the itine- : ley been able, they would have hurled seven 


th with it every thing like a regular itinerancy—|thunders upon it.’ This Mr. Hill acknow- 
rants go to the Conference? because it is abso-|admit every ordained minister into the confe- ledges, os giving his reason for jeden a aide 
lutely necessary that they should be there, to|rence and parcel the whole field out into little . ane 
receive a change of appointments, and for those 


convenient patches, which would enable every} The closing 
things connected with the changes contempla-' minister to stay at home, attend to his secular peragraps of 


contai indi 
ted. Ifit were not for these needful things, we] affairs all the week, and on the Sabbath preach thes 
would say, make the Annual Conferences elec-| at some meeting house in his neighborhood. The conferences can have no interest in “gradu- 
tive throughout, and send only those whom the} Mr. Hill says he “opposed the (original) arti-| ating the extent of circuits, so as to drive men 
a and stations shall in their wisdom select, | cle without the definition, but advocated it with| of families, of age, or infirmity of body, from 
w ao —< mre laymen. | the definition,” and that the convention under-| their official spheres Into private life” Cir- 
wiithens P ~oxten icus plain Prk to settle stood this article as amended, or with the defini-| cuits must in our infant state, be so graduated 
stand it, and, therefore, can say nothing in vel-| out the defition, or why did space, to furnish the 
. ly did they pass it, as| necessary amount of labour, and to yi p- 
to Besides, our paper’ amended, after having positively to pass | port to give their whole 

as run ate = ink it time to bring this}it without the amendment. That Mr. Hill op-| work. 
commun fx ‘pore veh posed the article in its Original form, and voted] We concur in the Opinion that, “if a confe- 
TIONED Minister. with the definition 1s freely admitted, but! rence had official talent, sufficient to supply 


Ipit with an able minister, and every 
conneamaen were able to sustain a munister, 
and the stationing authority were to make the 
appointments accordingly, and the ministry 
» were to consent to receive such appointments, 
subject to annual or biannual changes,” that no 
Protestant Methodist ‘would pronounce such 
an arrangement unconstitutional,’’ provided, 
those congregalions were made regular stations, 
with all the necessary appendages belonging to 
constitutional stations. 
in the opinion given by Mr. Hill, that ‘‘every 
ordained minister who shall consent to receive 
from the stationing power of the annual confe- 
rence, any amount of official labour, is thereby 
made au itinerant minister, in a constitutional 
sense.” Nor do we think there are fifty per- 
sons inthe whole Methodist Protestant Church 


who would receive such a notion. 
A Member of the Convention. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


THE DIFFERENCE OF A MAN IN AND OUT OF 


POWER. 


Mr. Editor,—In reading the Old Testament 
Scriptures, my attention was particularly arrest- 
ed by the prediction or prophecy of Elisha to 
Hazael, at the time when Hazael had been in- 
quiring of the prophet whether Ben-Hadad, king 


ut we cannot concur’ 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


‘time shall soon come when you shall proclaim | 


to the world that you rule by divine right, Which 
right is not transferable, except from saddle-bags 
to saddle-bags. Would they not have replied 
in the language of Hazael, “‘are thy ministers 
dogs, that they should do these things?” See. 
the first days of Methodism; her holy ministers 
would have disdained the idea of such usurpa- 
tion and intolerance as has since been practised 
by the silken priests whose magic name or wand 
makes freemen cower in base servility at their 
feet and ask their will, since they have the pow- 
er, backed by the cowering multitude. They 
act as did Hazael; do things that once they 
thought could not be done. O for the return of 
those days of pure religion, when the ministers, 
as spotless as the vestments of their ministry, 
would with animation energised, ascend the 
pulpit and proclaim the unsearchable riches of 
Christ! But power and money, which ever 
leads astray, has, we fear, taken complete hold 
on too many of our friends, while the one thing 
needful is basely neglected; while anise, mint 
and cummin alone are tithed; while their time, 
precious time, is spent in making schemes more 
successfully to ride the iron hooped hobby, 
Despotism, over the globe. O that one beam of 
light may ere long burst from the millennial sun. 
and close with its dazzling splendor the eyes of 
bigotry and party spirit, so that the sun of 


Is it too early in’ the ‘sed8om td call’ atten 
tion to those extra océdsions of public and a- 
cial devotion? We think not. Thosé in Buse 
ness in the cities, who feel a becoming intetent 
for the salvation of souls, and who approve of 


Camp-meetings, should make their arrange- 
ments early. Let the merchant, the manufac- 


| turer, the mechanic, who has to make purchéées 


or contracts, take care that his notes are so af- 
ranged that he may not be troubled for fands to 
meet them at the time when he would be glad to 
unite with his fellow worshippers. By a little 
prudence or fore-cast, this conflict between ex- 
tra religious services and the claims of bills and 
notes may be avoided. To the farmer we would 
say, let him so conduct his agricultaral affairs 
that he may enjoy with his brethren the extra 
means of religious improvement at the Camp- 
meeting, at least in his own neighborhood.— 
Then the anxieties which so frequently obtrude 
themselves upon the minds of those who are 
prompted by persuasion of their friends to leave 
their homes in the midst of lawful and proper 
claims will be unfelt and unknown, because they 


righteous principles may dart his cheering rays 
across our hemisphere, that vice may be with- 
ered, and the world improved! - 

S. I. H. 


have previously adjusted their temporalities in ri 
view of those occasions and being free from the 
cares and business of home, they will be fully 
‘prepared to enter into the solemnities of those 
gracious occasions. 

Brethren and friends generally are apprized 
(or they should be) some months before the 
meetings take place, of the time of their com- 
mencement, and many could (by proper atten- 
tion and economy) so manage business as to be 
free during the period of the meeting. 

Those whose time and means are pretty mach 
at their disposal, should, far as possiblé, visit 
Camp-meetings in the adjacent circuits. Their 
help would be felt, acknowledged, and sancti- 
fied, whilst they would be richly reimbursed in 
their own souls for their labour of love in the 
vineyard of the Lord. Brethren, let as think 
of these things—let us try to make a week's 
vacation or more, that shall facilitate our 
Camp-meeting attendance. There is evéry 
probability that Camp- meetings will incréage in 
popularity and usefniness. We perceive that 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Episcopal Metho- 
dists, are all becoming increasingly interested 
in them. 


of Syria, should recover from his sickness or 
not. After he had given him the necessary in- 
formation relative to the king’s health, he set- 
tled his countenance steadfastly upon Hazael, 
and the prophet wept. “Why weepeth my 
Lord?” said Hazael. Elisha answered, “‘be- 
cause I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the 
children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou 
set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay 
with the sword, and will dash their children, 
&c.”” 2 Kings, chap. 8, 12. Hazael, who was 
then out of power, and his heart revolting at the 
idea of such desperate deeds, said, ‘‘is thy ser- 
vant adog that he should do this great thing?” 
Intimating that nothing less than the inhuman 
disposition of the dog could possibly act thus. 
The prophet,simply informed him of the fact that 
he was to sit on the throne of power. ‘The Lord 
hath shown me that thou shalt be king over 
Syria:’’ as much as to say, that when he came 
into power he would do actions that he now 
thought a dog would refuse to do. In a short 
time the king Ben-Hadad’s reign was brought 
to a termination, and Hazael reigned in his 
stead. Now, if we examine into the 10th chap. 
and 32d and 33d verses, and 13th chap. 3d and 
7th verses, we may sce something of the accom- 
plishment of Elisha’s prediction, when Hazael 
comes into power, the acts that were apparently 
revolting to his feelings before, he now per- 
forms with calm composure, and glories in the 
performance of the same. Suppose a prophet 
some years ago, had said to some of our Epis- 
copal Methodist brethren, who were s0 religious 
as to refuse to cat any thing cooked on the Sab- 
bath, and who also refused to wear pocket flaps 
or buttons on their coats; had a prophet, with 
tears in his eyes, have said, ‘brethren, the time 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, MAY 10, 1833. 


The Address of the Rev. Thomas H. Stock- 
ton, on the subject of Temperance, the publi- 
cation of which is announced in this number, 
is in Our Opinion the most impressive and elo- 
quent address we have seen on that important 
theme. It abounds with facts of appalling 
and cheering character, with images and drape- 
ry most appropriate—whilst the reasoning is of 
the most forcible and impressive kind, and the 
appeals such as cannot fail to enlist the heart 
and the affections in the promotion of the cause 
of Temperance and Virtuc. 


The Quarterly Conference of the Reisters- 


In the Minutes of the Maryland Conference 
as published, (although examined by several] town Circuit, will convene at the Poplar Meet- 
members of the Conference,) we regret to find] ing House, on Saturday, the 18th ingt. — 
thatin the unstationed list the Georgetown Sta-| | / ) 


{tion was omitted, and consequently the name of| | VERMONT, 
is the Rev. William C. Lipscomb, as unstagioned| A canfp-meeting will be held in the town of 
pee minister, was omitted,—also the name of Rev.| Charlotte, couuty of Chittenden, to commence 
ib shall close the doors of the meeting houses} Thomas Ward, preacher, was omitted in the] on the 2d. Thursday of June next, on the farm y 


ogainst those who reared them, merely for a dif- 
ference of opinion. The time shall soon come 
when you shal! hurl them from the battlements 
of the church, because they dare express a wish 
of being equal (not superior) with you, The 


of Rev. Justus Byington. | 
All the ministers and preachers within the 

Vermont district are requested to attend. [tis 

desirable that those’ who tent on the grow, 


Reisterstown list.. We have added several who 
were not reported in the Minutes—there may 
be other omissions of which we have no 
knowledge. 
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Justus Byinoton, Pres't. 

The much admired and eloquent Address on 
Temperance, delivered by request of, and be- 
fore the Temperance Society of Talbot county, 
Maryland, in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Easton, by the Rev. Thomas H. Stockton, 
Minister of the Methodist Protestant Church— 
is just published by John J. Harrod, Book Agent 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, Baltimore. 
This address occupies 38 large octavo pages-~ 
is closely printed on small pica letter, and on 
super fine medium paper. 

The price per hundred copies $10—per dozen 
$1.50—per single copy 18} cts. Orders can be 
supplied if forwarded forthwith. 


Some of our subscribers are in arrears; they 
will please enclose the amount per mail, forth- 
with, as it is much needed. 


MISCELLANY. 


From the Churchman. 


NEW YORK CITY-MISSION. 


“It is due to those who have doubted, to say, 
that the operation of the City-Mission has been 
in some measure different from what was ex- 
pected. The idea entertained by those who 
eriginated the plan was, that it should be a mis. 
sion to the habitations of the poor. This is a 
simple, practicable, and noble plan, unincum- 
bered with difficulties of any kind, and abound- 
ing in blessings to its objects. But this idea was 
soon connected with another, no less simple and 
noble, not quite so practicable, but far more use- 
ful. It was a Free cHURCH. This was the 

lanting of a tree, which by God’s blessing might 

ar fruit year after year, instead of carrying the 

same fruit to the hungry, from trees more dis- 
tant, which yield a less certain supply. 

“The society have certainly established a new 
church in this city, without permanent injury 
to oq | other church. The doors of this church 
have been opened, some hundreds of times; 
and thousands have joined in the worship of 
God, and listened to the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,—we cannot but hope, to the 
_ good of their immortal souls. 

“The rite of baptism has beea administered 
to Gl infawts, and 11 adults, and 36 persons 
have, for the first time, partaken of the holy 
sacrament. 

“The history of a free church, however, is 
not easily known. Among the thousands who 
have worshipped here during the past year, who 
can tell how many were attracted merely by the 
fact that the church was free! - Aud who can 
tell men ammnot willing to revel) the seri- 
ous impressions which the gospel may hav . 
duced on those who have Booed it bu page ja 
this house! But may not this be sai 


f 
Episcopal Church in this city? We ans ih No, 
—fer this is x free church, known to b free, 


rishing with hunger.’ 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


should provide themselves with cooking furnaces. 
Coal .will be provided, wood being scarce. 
Preachers and Christians of all other denomina- 
tions friendly to the Repgemer’s cause, are 
vited to attend, and unite with us in the wor- 
ship of God. 


particular person, and therefore attractin han- 
dreds, who would never think of approaching a 
church, where the pews were private property: 
and these very persons, perhaps, of a:l others 
in the community, in a most critical state of 
mind,—just wavering between religion and irre- 
ligion, or between the doctrines and worship of 
their own church and those of others. 

“One man, alarmed at the ravages of the late 
pestilence, in the silence and desertion of the 
city, like the prodigal son turned his thoughts 
toward his Father's house, ‘where there was 
bread enough and to spare, while he was pe- 
He had heard of this 
free church; and he attended upon one of its 
occasions of worship. He exclaims,—‘this is 
what I want.’ ‘This man is now, with a large 
family, numbered among its constant worship- 
pers and active laborers. 

‘‘Another man, a mechanic, whose constant 
occupation had ensnared him, until for a long 
time a stranger to pubiic worship, is urged by 
his family to permit them at least, to join the 
congregation of some church. This church 
was just opened. They came; by God’s bless- 
ing they were converted; in time, they prevailed 
upon him to come; and that whole family, pa- 
rents and children, have, by baptism, and the 


Lord’s supper, been received into the ark of 


Christ’s Church, and appear steadfast in faith, 
joyful through hope, and rootedin charity. 

“A promising young man came to this city 
as a clerk, a year or two since.—He had no in- 
ducement to attend any particular church. At 
first he resolved to attend in rotation all the 
churches in the neighborhood of his dwelling: 
but this he found impracticable, and entirely un- 
satisfactory. He came to this church, about a 
year ago; has regularly attended ever since; 
and is now, we trust, a worshipper in spirit and 
in truth. 

“I know these cases, are hardly thought of 
as being particularly striking, but point them 
out merely as specimens of three classes of 
people to whom this church is profitable, and 
to whom many otherchurches would be of lit- 
tle service,—that is, families of Episcopalians, 
who have, either from a love of the world or 
from a loss of its goods, deserted the worship 
and service of God; and also that valuable and 
promising part of the community, young per- 
sons who, in large numbers, annually enter this 
city for business. The missionary knows not 
half the congregation who attends this church. 
Hundreds come and go, the history of whose 
coming and improvement, if any, is and will 
be unknown. 

“This mission has also established an Infant 
School, which is opened daily, for the children 
of the poor: and more than 200 families have 
thus become acquainted, not only with the 
school and its benefits, bat also with the church 
and its blessings. They have not only become 
acquainted with us, but we have become ac- 
quainted with them. The pastor of this church 
has been a missionary to the poor; and the 
visits which he has made, fora year and more, 
have been nearly all to the extremely poor. We 
may truly say, that hundreds of visits have been 
made to the poorest part of this population.” 


The reason why we should draw nigh to God; 
and keep a continual intercourse with him, is 
the reason why we do not: we want his light and 


help; and this want is the yery thing which 
makes us averse to him, and keeps us from him. 


sionary Society £37,207 Os. 6d. 
Baptist Missionary Society £9,305 10s. 2d. 
ponerse! Baptist Missionary Society £1,651 1s. 
United Kingdom for 1828-29, £90,010 5s. Od. 
Thus it appears, that the members of the Church 
of England, whose ministers and edifices are 
supported by general taxation, do not subscribe 
so much by £22,481 sterling per annum, tow- 
ards the truly apostolical work of evangelizing 
the nations, as the members of the separate de- 
nominations, though they, besides their propor- 
tionate contributiuns to the support of the state 
religion, have to educate and maintain their own 
‘Ministers, and erect at their own charge their 
various places of worship. 


rience of his support in pain, sickness, afflic- 
tion, is a more joyous and happy state than any 
degree of health or worldly prosperity. 


with nota pew nor a seat appropriated to any| 


FILIAL AFFECTION. 


As two young men a short time since were 
returning home from an evening party between 
eleven and twelve o’clock, and passing by the 
church yard of the parish of St. Mary Magda- 
lene, in this city, they observed by the light of 
the moon, a person stretched out at fall length 
upon a grave: supposing him one who had made 
too free with the “rosy god,” and expecting 
from the inclement state of the weather, that if 
he remained there long he would perish, they 
very humanely roused him, when he called out 
‘Don’t disturb me, lads, for I'm determined to 
spend the last night I have in Oxford, with my 
father and mother.’”’ The young men, still be- 
lieving him to be under the influence of liquor, 
resolved if possible to ascertain the cause of his 
being in this ‘‘dreary abode of death.” They 
persevered, and discovered to their astonish- 
ment, that the man wasa sailor, perfectly sober, 
and a son of the late Mr. Cowderoy, many years 
Superintendart of the Picture Gallery, in this 
University. He had been to sea, and for many 
years had not reccived intelligence respecting 
his family. As he was returning to his native 
place after a long voyage, he had made arrange- 
ments in his mind how he should dispose of his 
time, and promised himseif that no inducement 
whatever should prevent him from spending his 
last night in Oxford with his father and mother. 
Ou his arrival here, he was grieved and disap- 
pointed at finding that his parents had long 
since ‘‘descended into the tomb of the Capu- 
lets.”” Having ascertained their burying-place, 
he scaled the iron paling of the church-yard, 
and chose this cool and singular way of per- 
forming his promise, and paying respect to those 
who were the authors of his existence. 

Oxford Paper. 


ENGLAND.—STATISTICS.. 
The number of Episcopal and Dissenting 


congregations in England, are as follows:— 


Episcopal 9,983; Dissenting 6,422. Episcopal 
Missionary Societies.—Sums actually subscrib- 


ed in the United Kingdom for 1828-29: Society 


for promoting Christian Knowledge — ob- 
£9,208 9s. 5d. Society for Propagating 


the Gospel £6,239 10s. 5d. Church Missionary 


Society £52,080 19s. 1d. ‘Total of sums actu- 
ally subscribed in the United Kingdom for 
1828-29, £67,528 lls. 11d. Dissenting Missi- 
onary Societies.—Sums actually subscribed in 
the United Kingdom for I828-29: Wesleyan 
Methodists £41,846 12s. 10d. London Mis- 


Particular 


Total of sums actually subscribed in the 


Submission to the will of God, with expe- 
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OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


In the death of the Rev. Jonn W. Borpuxey, 
whose demise was announced in a late number 
of the Methodist Protestant, we are presented 
with facts of no ordinary occurrence, and such 
as cannot fail to make an indelible impression 
upon those who personally witnessed them, and 
to convey most salutary and forcible instruction 
to all who may in any manner be correctly in- 
formed of them. ‘To be cherished in the bo- 
soms of surviving relations and friends, to be 
most kindly and respectfully held in the faithful 
recollection of the community at large, and 
loved, and not soon to be forgotten, as a valu- 
able member of the church of Christ, constitutes, 
without a question, no small amount of perso- 
nal worth, and as much, probably, as any good 
man could wish to attain. The whole of this 
may justly be awarded to our lamented brother; 
and for reasons which entered deeply into the 
formation of his character. 

Bro. B. was a man of vigorous and intuitive 


powers of mind, as appeared to everyone who en- 


joyed his personal acquaintance; and besides, pos- 
ssessed of the advantages of some very useful and 
solid culture, although, upon any such subject, 
he was exceedingly unpretending. We notice 
the traits of his intellect, and the amount of their 
cultivation, to show the primary grounds of his 
usefulness and worth; although we do not pur- 
pose, nor does the occasion require us, to enter 
into details upon this point of his character. 
Be it sufficient to add, that besides the intelli- 
gence and improvement which he evinced, per- 
sonally in himself, he was, as might be expect- 
ed, a decided patron of learning, held and exhi- 
bited most correct views of education in regard 
to his own family, and always advocated the 
diffusion of letters, as being materially import- 
ant to the ends of good government, pure pub- 
lic morals, and the permanent influence of en- 
lightened and correct notions of religion. 


In his christianity as a member of the church, 
Mr. Bordiey, whether as regarded his faith, his 
experience, or his practice, was deeply evan- 
gelical. Such views he derived, as every man 
should, from reading the Bible for himself, in 
which, however, he was in no small degree as- 
sisted, as the writer of this article believes, in 
his careful, and at times rather intense study of 
Mr. Wesley’s Sermons, Fletcher’s Works, and 
Dr. Clarke’s Commentaries. The writer has 
also had repeated occasions to notice that Mr. 
Bordley was deeply a man of prayer. The in- 
tensity of his soul in this respect he often man- 
ifested in his public performances, but most of 
all it was indicated in his private devotions, 
when with a friend in some place of retirement, 
he would pour forih his ardent but inaudible 
supplications to God. Here it was that all the 
powers of his body and his mind were wholly 
absorbed, and he wrestled with indescribable 
agony, with the persevering importunity of a 
Jacob, to receive the divine blessing. After this 
manner should all of us pray. He delighted 
also in the public and social means of grace, 
treated with decisive reverence the ordinances 
of Christianity, as claiming the most profound 
regard from the authority of Christ; listened 
with an interest and attentiveness to the ser- 
mons of his brethren that was delightful to any 
preacher, and a model to every hearer; and al- 
though, retiring to excess in regard to his own 


jabors in the pulpit, yet he was himself a clear, 
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faithful, and searching expositor and preacher 
of divine truth. 

The turn of his mind and feelings as a chris- 
tian, led him always to feel an interest in revi- 
vals of the work of God; hence he was always 
forward to promote them, and all his praying 
and preaching seemed to aim instantly at the 
conversion of sinners, and the sanctification of 
believers. May God increase and perpetuate 
this spirit in his brethren and throughout the 
church of which he was a member! 


Of his temporal means, he was ever liberal 
towards the support of the gospel, and in the 
true christian charity of his heart, the charity 
which sound religion implants and inspires, he 
received to his confidence and esteem, without 
disguise, every sincere rage of Jesus of what- 
ever name amongst men. e have known no 
man more free from the littleness and narrow-, 
ness of sectarian bigotry than J. W. Burdley; 
and yet no man was more decided in his senti- 
ments and principles. We doubt whether there 
was amember of ourchurch who more fully ap- 
jreciated than he did, her admirable government 
and institutions, or was more prompt and de- 
cided in maintaining them; and yet over this 
decision of sentiment and character the laW of 
love presided and governed. We are happy to 
perceive so much of the same spirit generally 
amongst our people. May God fill us with love, 
but make us and keep us still valiant for the 
truth in the earth. ) 


To say that a man is estimable in private life, 
in the domestic circle, as a husband, or a father, 
or a friend, seems to be but common praise, 
for those relations it is so natural and so rea- 
sonable for him to occupy and serve; and yet, 
if there is any virtue or any praise, it certainly 
is to be looked for here. No man can be truly 
excellent in public character, who is not good in 
private life. In such relations our brother was 
deservedly cstimable. The sweetness of his 
friendship long, and the hospitality of his dwel- 
ling ofien, we have enjoyed in common with 
many others who will equally preserve both in 
fond and pérmanent remembrance; and may 
that God who is a husband to the widow, and 
the stay of the fatherless, always preserve and 


comfort his amiable relict, of whom we have: 


heard him speak so frequently with such chris- 
tian tenderness and feeling, and guide in their 
father’s footsteps to heaven his children that 
remain, and for whom he ever manifested so 
much real fondness and solicitude. 


Such is a hasty, and but a hasty sketch of the 
character of the Rev. J. W. Bordley; but the 
most striking and remarkable point of his history 
remains yet to be told, and we will now give it 
as briefly as possible, although it would bear 
telling as well as being thought of a thousand 
times. 


His final disease, and which was protracted: 


through several months, seemed to be what is 
called by physicians, Marasmus. By ‘this dis- 


ease, as is usual we believe, he was wasted down 


to a mere skeleton, but still suffered no percep- 


tible diminution of his mental clearness or vigor. 


After remaining iu this etate for some weeks or 
months at his own dwelling in Queen Anne’s 
county, Maryland, with no prospect of being 
better at home, or in fact elsewhere, he deter- 
mined, with submission to providence, to come 
on to this city, and place himself under the care 
of some of our very skilful physicians, to see if 
any thing could here be done for him; or in the 
event, if God’s will so ordered, to die here, and 


‘leave behind him his testimony in Baltimore, 


that one soul more had been redeemed and 
saved by the blood of Jesus. ‘This is about the 
spirit of a letter now lying before us, and which 
he wrote with his own hand to a friend in this 
city, on the subject of his contemplated effort 
to reach this place. : 

In Baltimore he experienced all the kindness 
and assistance probably that friendship and pro- 
fessional skill could any where have offered; but 
the strong holds of life had been too powerfully 
invaded to admit of competent reaction from 
any human aid, and all that could be done was 
merely to palliate or sooth as the case in its va- 
riations required. He languished here in this 
state for about three weeks, during which time 
great numbers of his friends went to see him, 
and probably not one without an impression 
from the interview that will never be effaced. 
Such an example of the sanctifying and sus- 
taining power of Divine Grace, we are free to 
confess we had never before witnessed. Our 
heart thrills with the recollection, even whilst 
we are now writing, and we could pray for an 
ability to impart to this description of the scene 
all the force of its own heavenly reality upon 
the mind of the reader. | 

During the three weeks of his languishing 
here, as had been the case for several weeks 
previously to his coming, by day or by night, 
he showed but one unclouded evidence of his 
acceptance with God thro’ Christ; and no mat- 
ter what the company, or what the scene, chil- 
dren of this world, or children of his father in 
heaven, in the steam boat by the way, or reclin- 
ing upon the sofa or on the bed, after his arri- 
val, no matter how or where, his one, undevia- 
ting, and pointed testimony, was, that God for 
Christ’s sake had forgiven and washed away all 
his sins, the Holly Spirit had sanctified his 
soul, and he was ready and in waiting any mo- 
ment, when the master might bid, to take his 
leave of life and wing his way to the inheritance 
above. He desired it to be understood, and to 
be told with emphasis after his death, that he 
considered himself a monument of grace, saved 
by the power and the merit of Jesus’ blood, and 
to God for his love in Christ all the glory was 
due. ‘This evidence, presented and repeated, 
with no variation, except as some variety of 
conversation served occasionally to heighten its 
interest, to the numbers that called to see broth- 
er Bordley, continued to the last, when upon 
the eve of his departure, with his own hands he 
deliberately closed his eyes and his lips, and si- 
lently without a struggle breathed away his 
spirit into the keeping of his Redeemer. Sure- 
ly, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

His remains, attended by a few friends to the 
steam boat, were taken home, and after funeral 
solemnities by Judge Hopper, whom he had. 
requested to preach a sermon on the occasion, 
were deposited in the family burying ground, 
there to slumber till the great Morn of the Ree 
surrection, 


For the Methodist Protestant, 


The angel of mortality a few weeks since, 
closed the eyelids of our venerable brother and 
friend, Henry Braprorp, who lived in the-vi- 
cinity of Enfield, Halifax co. North Carolina, 
He was a fearless champion of religious truth, 
and a firm and undeviating friend of Protestant 
Methodism. He was in the 72d year of his 
age, a considerable time a minister, of spotless 
character. He informed me afew days before 
his death, that he was ready and willing to die, 
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From the Imperial Magazine. 
EVENING ON THE SEA SHORE. 
- ‘Who would not leave the world with me, to watch 
The sun departing to his rest, and catch 
The last rays flowing from his glorious face: 
Then o’er the horizon's distant verge to trace 


"The changing hues that tint the glowing skies? 
O! I could ever dwell with ravished eyes 
Upon the heavenly scene. See now his beams 
Burst through the opening clouds in crimson streams, 
And upward darting paint the deepening blush 
Upon the impending clouds above. But, hush! 
How calm the winds; how still the ocean's breast! 
0, who would think while thus it is at rest, 
Reflecting all the colours of the skies, 
That it could into wild commotion rise; 
And hoarsely bellowing with an awful noise 
Drown the deep thunder-roar of heaven's own voice? 


The spectre-wings of darkness now appear, 

And night's old ebon chariot too is near; 

O'er nature he asserts her sovereign sway, 
- And from his empire drives the king of day. 

Yet see those solitary streaks of gold remain, 
_ The last attendants of his gorgeous train, 

And tell us, that though hidden from our sight, 
On other lands he sheds his welcome light. 
High in tho palace of the silent queen, 
Hung round with sable tapestry, the sheen 
Of gems unnumbered lit with heaven’s pure rays, 
Now flashes forth, and awes th’ enraptured gaze. 
There traced around with hands and skill divine, 
In tranquil light the constellations shine; 
There shall they glow with undiminished fircs, 
Aad only fade when nature's self expires. 


Hark! on the strand the restless surges beat, 
And break in gentle murmurs at our feet: 
Why not, O ocean, on thy margin sleep, 
Whilst thou art tranquil in the mighty deep? 
Why is it that thou never slumberest here? 
Is it that we may know that thou art near? 
Thy wonders and thy power, O, who can tell, 
So vast, profound, incomprehensible. 
Yea, mighty ocean, I perceive in thee 
of dread immense eternity! 
in this ceaseless motion on the shore 
I see a type of time: for o’er and o’er 
Time warns us that eternity is near, 
And yet we heed not,—no, we have no fear 
Of that unfathomed terrible unknown, 
And careless tread the brink. But soon upthrown 
On lifo’s unstable sands where mortals dwell 
Tho silent waves of destiny, which swell} 
- And heave the bosom of eternity, 
Shall rise impetuous, and, sweeping by, 
Hurl from the quicksands of a world like this, 
And plunge us headlong in the dark abyss. 
Thus pomp and power, with all the toys of pride, 
Kingdoms and kings, shall sink beneath the tide. 
Thus earth, yea, all the universe shall fall, 
Lost in that ocean which shall swallow all. 
Ww 


m. Taca. 


BIBLE CAUSE. 


BIBLE CONVENTION OF MARYLAND. 
Pursuant to public notice, the Delegatef to the Bible 
Convention of the State of Maryland, assembled on the 
first inst. in the First Presbyterian Church, in the City 
of Baltimore;—the meeting was organised by calling Dr. 
Samuel Baker to the Chair, and appointing Franklin 
Anderson, Secretary, pro tem. 


.. The following Delegates were in attendance: 
we rong Bible Society of Baltimore— 
.P. » John Co 


Baltimore Bible Society—Wra. H. Murray. 


j 


‘Samuel Baker, Robert G. Armstrong, 
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Bible Society of 4th Eiection District of Baltimore 
County—Henry Shrieve, Elias Williams. 

Do. 5th Election District do—Jacob Seigl 

Do. 7th Election District do—John Kelso. 

Christ Church, Baltimore—A. Holmead, 
Thom 
Peter's Church, Baltimore—Thomas B. Rutter, 
William Woodward. 

ist Presbyterian Church, do—Alexander Brown, Ar- 
chibald Stirling, Wm. L. Gill, John N. Brown. 

2d Presbyterian Church, do—Wm. H. Beatty, 
Wm. M’Donald, Arch. George, jr. | 

3d Presbyterian Church, do—Hugh Wilson. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Light street, do—Dr. 

George Earnest, 


er. 


Gen. 


John Patterson. 
Do. Green street, do—Dr. Isaac Cole, Dr. E. G. Ed- 
rington. 


ley, Wm. M’Conkey, jr. 

Do. Wesley Chapel, do—Christian Keener, 
Cornelius, Richard H. Battee. 

Do. Wilk street, do—James 4A. Sangston. 


Cheston. 


more—John Clark, Dr. David Keener, Col. Wm. R. 
Stuart, Edward S. Ebbs. 

Do Pitt street, do—Wm. Rusk, Enoch Churchman, 
John W. Richardson, Richard Merriken. 

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Tammany street, do. 
—Joseph Cushing, Joseph Jewett, Elijah P. Barrows, 
Joséph A. Wallace, Samuel Jones, jr. Charles Harri- 
son, jr. 

English Lutheran Church, do—Tobias Nixdorf, John 
A. Bentz, Joshua Medtart, David Martin. 

2d Baptist Church, do.—James Wood, Stephen M’Coy, 
John Cecmbes. 

Methodist Episcopal Church,Reisterstown—John Hol- 
lingsworth. 

Female Bible Society of Kent county—Chestertown— 
Hon. John B. Eccleston. 

Trinity Church, Upper Marlborough—Upton Beall. 


Maulsby. 
Trinity Church, Baltimore—Nathaniel Knight. 
Otterbein’s Church, do—Daniel Engle. 


James M. Shelman, George W. Sharp. 


H. Doughty. 
Methodist P. Church, Georgetown—John Lang. 
Manor Church, Baltimore Co.— Dixon Stansbury. 
Trinity Church, Baltimore—Richard M, 
Christ Church Parish, Calvert county--Sames Somer- 
ville. 
The following Officers were lected by the Conven- 


tion. 

DR. SAMUEL BAKER, President. 
ALEXANDER BROWN, Esq. wie 
Hon. JUDGE ECCLESTON, Presidents 
JOHN COYLE, Esq. 
FRANKLIN ANDERSON, Esq. Secretary. 


which it was called, having been fully and clearly stated 
by Mr. Lemmon, President of the Young Men’s Bible 
Society of Baltimore, before proceeding to business, the 
President called upon Mr. Curistian Keener, to offer up 
a prayer for the Divine guidance and blessing. 


carrying into effect the object of this Convention, to be 
submitted at its next meeting:—The following gentle- 
men were appointed said Committee: Messrs. Cushing, 
Eccleston, Lemmon, Rutter, Holmead, C. Keener, Dr. 
Keener, Seigler, Beall, and Kelso. | 

Mr. Lemmon submitted a Report recommending the 
adoption of the following system of Bible operations in 
the State of Maryland. 

_1. That a Bible Association be formed in each elec- 
tion District throughout the State, whose duty it shall 
be, once in each year, to call upon every family in their 
District, ascertaining and supplying such as shall be 
found destitute of the Bible, and receiving from each 
such sums as they may be willing to contribute to the 
general circulation of the Scriptures. 

2. That a Bible Society be formed in each County of 
the State, of which the District Associations shall be 
Branches, and to whom their surplus funds, (after sup- 
plying the wants of their own districts) shall be annual- 
y paid over. The County Societies to be charged with 
the general superintendence of the 
respective bounds. 


That as a common centre, and general bond of 


union, to which the various County Societies shall be 


Do. Eutaw street, do—Alexander Yearly, George Bax- 
Samuel 


Friends’ Meeting, Courtland street, do—Galloway 
Methodist Protestant Church, Liberty street, Balti- 


Rock Spring Church, Harford county—William P. 


From the Young Men’s Bible Society of Frederick— 
Washington City Bible Society—John Coyle, James 


The Convention thus organised, and the object for 


On motion, it was resolved that a Committee of ten be 
appointed to devise and recommend a suitable plan for 


: immediately auxiliary, who shall be required to make 


annual reports to that Society of the Bible operations 
within their respective limits, remitting such surplus 
funds as may remain after supplying their own wants.— 
Thus the State Society will be enabled to exercise a 
eneral supervision of the whole work; will always 
ceow the exact situation of every section of the State; 


‘and with comparative ease, when the system is once 


fairly in operation, can keep it continually supplied. By 
this pian, we shall effectually, and without any extraor- 
dinary effort, concentrate the exertions of all the local 


Societies, and by combining urity of effort with econo- 
‘my of means, promote most extensively the general cir- 


culation of the Scriptures.—-Nor is it intended to con- 
fine its beneficial effects to our own State, or even our 
own country: but, in connexion with the American Bible 
Society, and kindred institutions in other lands, the State 
Society will endeavor to scatter the seed of the word 
into all the destitute regions of the earth. 

On motion by Mr. Patterson, it was resolved that the 
officers of. the Convention call a meeting of the citizens 
friendly to the object to be held in the Session Room of 
the First Presbyterian Church to-morrow afternoon at 4 
o’clock,for the purpose of forming a State Bible Society. 

The Rev. Mr. Choules, of the Baptist Church, New 
Bedford, concluded an able address with the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the universal circulation of the Hol 
Scriptures, without note or comment, is a cause whic 
should unite the hearts and hands of all who love the 
Bible, without regard to sects and parties, and eminent- 
ly conduces to promote a spirit of christian chacity 
among those who dissent from each other on other sub- 
jects. 

' It was seconded by John Kelso, Esq. and adopted. 

The meeting was then addressed by ths Rev. Mr. Col- 
lins, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in an interest- 
ing and animated speech, who moved that a collection be 
taken up in aid of the funds of the State Bible Socies}: 

The resolution was seconded by Roswell! L. Colt, Esq. 
and adopted. 

During the collection an appropriate piece of music 
was performed by the Choir. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Remittances on account of Third Volume. 


By W. Jackson, for himself, Walter Giles, James 
Thompson, George Turnbull, Thomas Wilson, and Gas- 
/per Roust. J. W. Cristfield, John Anderson, Thomas 
Butler, ‘‘for 1832 and °33.” By J. G. Whitfield, for 
Isaiah Hudson, W. Rodefer, and $1 for Henry Garrison, 
William Tipton. By Samuel J. Harris, for Joseph S. 
Norman, Thomas Norman, and Joshua Swift. By W. G. 
Walker for himself, and Thomas J. Edwards. Mary 
Ann Ringold, Edward Green, ($5 for two copies,) Peter 
Hines, O. S. Harvey. By W. L. Chappell, for N. Frye, 
T. Hanford, W. Whitridge, Thomas B. Wright, and J. 
A. Simpson, (and 50 cts. for John Tuttle, balance.)— 
Solomon Brownson. John McClare. 


Remittances on account of Second Volume. 
Peter Hines, O. S. Harvey, A. Applegate. 
Receipls for Books—graiefully recorded. 


William Jackson, $10.00 
Levi R. Reese, 2.50 
Alexander Alibright, 8.00 
A. McGuire, 25.00 
Livingston Walker, 60.00 
S. J. Harris, 2.50 
W. G. Walker, 26.00 
R. B. Thompson, 5.00 
W. L. Chappell, 41.50 


Letters Received. 


Ira A. Easter, ‘3,"" Edward Corley, David Gordon, J. 
G. Whitfield, J. H. Devor, Critcher and Parker, Alex- 
der Allbright, Adjet McGuire, Samuel J. Harris, Liv- 
ingston Walker, W. Noble, R. K. Watts, O. G. Steele, 
Luke Brown, R. B. Thomson, W. Kesley, Charles W. 


Jacobs, Edward Mullikin, Solomon Brownson, D. F. 
Hatchett. 


Books forwarded to the following persons, viz: 


W. H. Wills, Williamsboro, North Carolina, care of 
D'Arcy Paul, Petersburg, Va, one box. William Pat- 
terson, Philip’s Wood. Yard, below No. 10 Island, in 
Madrid, bend of the Mississippi, Kentucky, one box.— 
F. L. B. Shaver, Abingdon, Va. one package. W. G. 
Walker, Comanswell, care of D’Arcy Paul, Petersburg, 


work within their Va. one box. W. Kesley, Washington, D. C. one box, 


per Steam-boat. J. G. Whitfield, Abingdon, care of R. 


S.and L. B. Tilden, Lynchburg, Va. one boxe L. R. 


Reese, Alexandria, D. C. one package, per Steam-boat. 


3 
—_ | 
| 
POETRY. 
| 
> 
‘ 


